
Stormwater Drain Fee 
Effective July 1, 2006 

Revised rates July 1, 2015 
 
 

Residential = $ 18.75 per quarter 
Commercial, Institutional & Industrial = $ 50.00 per quarter 

 
 
Newton’s stormwater program was implemented in 2006 to address the City’s stormwater needs 
and reduce the level of pollution in our streams as well as discharges to the Charles River. The 
program established a dedicated stormwater fund with modest fees to provide some limited 
resources to oversee stormwater management. In the nine years since the fee has been 
enacted, resources have been used daily for maintenance, inspection and cleaning of storm 
drains, as well as planning for and completing capital projects. Some examples include: 
drainage improvements on Ashmont Avenue, Webster and Rowe Streets, inspections of all our 
road culverts*, several projects around Crystal Lake, dredging of the City Hall ponds, and the 
development of a 20-year Stormwater Infrastructure Improvement Plan. Funds have also been 
utilized to obtain state and federal grants for stormwater projects, where matching funds are 
required in order to receive an award.   
 
Due to the new 20-year Stormwater Infrastructure Improvement Plan and more stringent 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MaDEP) and Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), fees have been increased for the first time since 2006.  
 
This stormwater fee provides a stable and equitable source of funding to maintain and update 
the City’s vast stormwater infrastructure system and protect our natural water bodies (e.g., 
Charles River and Crystal Lake) from potentially harmful elements in stormwater discharges.  
Other benefits include technical assistance with stormwater management questions and 
educational programs for residents and schools.      
 
For additional information visit the City’s Website. Stormwater Resources are under the Dept. of 
Public Works Water/ Sewer Division or contact Customer Service at (617) 796-1000. 
http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/dpw/water/stormwater.asp  
 
*A culvert is a pipe or manmade structure constructed to carry the flow where a roadway 
crosses a stream. See examples below. 

 
Eddy Street Culvert over Cheese Cake Brook.  View inside of a typical culvert in Newton.  
 

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/dpw/water/stormwater.asp

